Abacuses, accessories, accordions, accounts, acids, acoustics, acrylic nails, adapters, adding machines, adhesives, adventures, advertising, air bags, air conditioners, air filters, air mattresses, airbrushes, aircraft carriers, airplanes, airports,
aisles, alarm clocks, album covers, alcohol, alcoves, alleys, alloys, altars, ambulances, amphitheaters, amplifiers, amulets, amusement parks, anchors, andirons, angioplasty anklets, announcements, anoraks, answering machines, ant farms,
anti-gravity boots, anti-lock brakes, antiseptics, anvils, apartments, apiaries, apparel, applications, appliqués, aprons, aquariums, aqueducts, arbors, arcades, arches, area rugs, arenas, armchairs, armoires, armor, armrests, arrows, articles,
artificial hearts, artificial hips, ascots, ashtrays, assembly lines, astringents, astrolabes, asylums, ateliers, atlases, ATMs, atom bombs, atriums, attaché cases, augers, automatic rifles, automobiles, aviaries, award shows, awards, awls,
awnings, axes, axles, baby food, baby formula, baby oil, baby powder, back scratchers, backboards, backgammon boards, backgrounds, backpacks, backsplashes, bagpipes, bags, bait, baked goods, bakeries, balance beams, balconies,
ballads, balloons, ballots, balms, balustrades, bandages, bandannas, banjos, banks, banners, banquettes, barbecues, Barbie®, barbells, barcodes, barges, barns, barometers, barracks, barrels, barrettes, barricades, bars, baseball caps,
baseballs, basilicas, bassinets, basins, basketball hoops, basketballs, baskets, bassoons, bath salts, bath tubs, bathrobes, bathrooms, baths, batons, bats, batteries, battering rams, batters, battles, bazaars, beach towels, beads, beakers,
beams, beanbags, beards, beauty parlors, bedding, bedrooms, beds, bedskirts, beer bottles, beers, bellows, bells, belts, benches, Bento boxes, berets, Bibles, bibs, bicycles, bidets, bikinis, billboards, billiard balls, billiard cues, bills, binders,
bindings, binoculars, bins, bird baths, bird feeders, bird houses, birth certificates, birth control, biscuits, blackboards, black tops, blankets, bleach, bleachers, blenders, blimps, blindfolds, blinds, bloomers, blueprints, board games,
boardwalks, boats, bobby pins, bodies, bolts, bomb shelters, bombs, bongos, bonnets, bonsai trees, booby traps, bookends, bookmarks, books, bookstores, booths, booties, boots, borders, bottled water, bouquets, boutiques, boutonnieres,
bow ties, bowling alleys, bowling balls, bowling pins, bowling shoes, bowls, bows, box springs, boxer shorts, boxes, boxing gloves, boxing rings, bracelets, braces, brackets, brake lights, brands, bras, breads, breast pumps, breath mints, bricks,
bridges, bridles, briefcases, briefs, broccoli, brochures, brooches, brooms, bubble bath, bubble wrap, buckets, buckles, buffers, buffets, bug bombs, bug sprays, buildings, bulldozers, bulletproof vests, bullets, bumpers, bundt pans, bunkers,
bunting, bus passes, bus stations, buses, business cards, business papers, busts, butter dishes, buttons, cabinets, cabins, cable cars, cabs, cafeterias, caftans, cages, cakes, calculators, calendars, calipers, calorie counters, cameos,
camera lenses, cameras, camisoles, campaigns, campaniles, campers, can openers, canals, candelabra, candle holders, candles, candy, canes, canisters, canned foods, canoes, canopies, capes, capitols, capsules, car seats, car wax,
carafes, carburetors, card decks, card tables, carpets, carriages, cars, cartons, cartoon characters, carts, cash registers, casserole dishes, cassettes, casters, castles, casts, cat food, catalogues, catamarans, catcher’s mitts, cathedrals,
cathode-ray tubes, cauldrons, caulking, causeways, CD packaging, celebrations, cellophane, cement, cement mixers, centerpieces, centrifuges, cereal boxes, ceremonies, chafing dishes, chain link fences, chains, chain saws, chairs, chalices,
chalk, chalkboards, chandeliers, chap books, chapels, chaps, chargers, chariots, charms, charts, chassis, chastity belts, chateaus, checkbooks, checkers, checks, cheese boards, cheese graters, cherry pickers, chess boards, chicken coops,
chiffarobes, chimneys, china, chippers, chisels, chocolates, chokers, chopsticks, Christmas trees, churches, cigarettes, cigars, circuit breakers, circuits, circuses, cities, claim checks, clamps, clarinets, clasps, cleansers, cleats, clipboards,
clips, clocks, clogs, closets, clubs, coasters, coat hangers, coats of arms, coat stands, coats, cockpits, codpieces, coffees, coffee pots, coffeehouses, coffee makers, coffins, coils, coins, colanders, cola, coliseums, collars, colleges, coloring
books, colors, columns, combines, combs, comforters, comics, commodes, companies, compartments, compasses, compositions, computers, concert halls, concerts, concession stands, concourses, condiments, condoms, cones, conference
rooms, conferences, confessionals, confetti, consoles, constitutions, contact lenses, containers, control panels, convertibles, conveyor belts, cookbooks, cookie cutters, cookie jars, cookie sheets, cookies, coolers, copiers, cords, corn, corn
holders, cornets, cornices, correction fluids, corsages, corsets, costumes, cottages, cotton swabs, couches, coupons, courses, courthouses, courtrooms, cowboy boots, cowboy hats, cows, crackers, cradles, crampons, cranes, cranks, crates,
cravats, crayons, crazy straws, credenzas, credit cards, credits, cribbage boards, cribs, crochet hooks, crockery, crock pots, croquet sets, crosses, crossword puzzles, crowbars, crowns, crucifixes, cruise control, cruise ships, crutches,
cryostats, crystal, crystal balls, cubicles, cuckoo clocks, cuff links, cuffs, culottes, cummerbunds, cup holders, cupboards, cups, curbs, curios, curlers, curling irons, currency, curricula, curtain rods, curtains, cushions, cuticle creams, cuticle
nippers, cutlery, cutting boards, cymbals, dams, dances, dashboards, day planners, dead bolts, debutante balls, debuts, decanters, decoys, deep fat fryers, defenses, delicatessens, demonstrations, dens, dental crowns, dental flosses,
dentures, deodorants, depilatories, deposit slips, depots, derbies, derricks, desks, desserts, detergents, devotionals, diadems, diagrams, dialysis machines, diapers, diaphragms, diaries, dice, dictionaries, diets, digital cameras, dikes, dildos,
dimmers, dinghies, dining rooms, dinners, dioramas, directories, disco balls, discos, dishes, dishwashers, disks, dispensers, display stands, displays, dissertations, diving bells, docks, dog collars, dog dishes, doghouses, doilies, doll houses,
dollies, dolls, domes, dominoes, donut shops, donuts, door knockers, door stops, doorbells, doorknobs, doormats, doors, dormitories, downspouts, drains, dramas, drapes, drawer pulls, dreidels, dress patterns, dressers, dresses, dressings,
drill bits, drill presses, drills, drinking fountains, drive trains, driveways, drugs, drugstores, drums, dry erase boards, dry erase pens, drywall, dune buggies, dustpans, duvets, DVD players, DVDs, dynamos, ear pieces, earmuffs, earrings, ears,
eggs, electric chairs, electrified fences, electrocardiographs, electronic games, elevators, embroidery hoops, emergency brakes, emergency exits, emery boards, encyclopedias, engines, engravings, envelopes, epaulets, erasers, escalators,
espresso makers, exams, exercise machines, exercises, exhaust pipes, exhibitions, experiments, explosives, extension cords, extensions, eyeglasses, eyelash curlers, eyelets, eyeliner, eyes, eyeshadow, fabrics, fabric softeners, face lifts,
faceplates, fairs, fake nails, families, fan belts, fans, faucets, feather dusters, fedoras, feedbags, ferries, ferris wheels, fertilizers, festivals, fezzes, figurines, files, fillings, film, fire extinguishers, fire hoses, fire hydrants, fireplaces, fireworks,
firing ranges, first aid kits, fish food, fish tanks, fishing hooks, fishing lures, fishing rods, fixtures, flags, flash bulbs, flasks, fliers, flies, flip-flops, flippers, floor plans, flooring, flotation devices, flower pots, flowers, flues, flutes, fly swatters,
fog lights, foghorns, folders, folding chairs, fondue pots, fonts, food processors, footballs, forceps, forklifts, forks, forms, foundations, fountains, frames, freeways, freezers, french ticklers, frescoes, frets, friezes, fringe, Frisbees®, frozen
dinners, fruit bowls, frying pans, fuel lines, fuels, funhouses, funnels, furnaces, furniture polish, fuses, futons, galleries, galoshes, games, garbage bags, garbage cans, garbage disposals, garden gnomes, gardens, gargoyles, garlands, garlic
presses, garment bags, garters, gas masks, gas stations, gates, gauchos, gavels, gazebos, gear shifts, gelatin molds, gems, generators, geodesic domes, girdles, glass eyes, glasses, glockenspiels, glove compartments, gloves, glues, goal
posts, goats, goblets, goggles, golf balls, golf carts, golf clubs, golf courses, gondolas, gongs, governments, gowns, graduation ceremonies, grains, graphs, grass, grass cutters, grates, gravestones, gravy boats, greenhouses, greeting cards,
griddles, grills, grocery carts, grommets, grooves, grout, groves, guitars, gum, guns, gutters, gyroscopes, hacksaws, hair, hair dryers, hair fobs, hair nets, hairbrushes, hairpieces, hairstyles, halters, hammers, hammocks, hampers, hand cuffs,
hand grenades, hand rails, handkerchiefs, handlebars, handles, hand trucks, hang gliders, hangers, Happy Meals®, hardhats, harmonicas, harnesses, harpoons, harps, harpsichords, hatchets, hats, headbands, headboards, headlights,
headlines, headphones, headrests, hearing aids, heart monitors, hearths, heaters, heating pads, hedge trimmers, hedges, heels, helicopters, helmets, high chairs, highways, hiking boots, hinges, hockey pucks, hockey sticks, hoes, holsters,
homes, hood ornaments, hoods, hoppers, horns, horses, horseshoes, hoses, hospital gowns, hospitals, hot air balloons, hot glue guns, hot rollers, hot tubs, hotels, hourglasses, hubcaps, hula hoops, humans, huts, hydroponics, hypodermic
syringes, ICBM missiles, ice cream makers, ice cream scoops, ice packs, ice skates, icons, identities, implants, incubators, inhalers, ink, inkwells, inner tubes, inns, insecticides, installations, instructions, instrument panels, instruments,
insulation, intercoms, interfaces, intersections, invitations, invoices, iron lungs, ironing boards, irons, irrigation systems, itineraries, jackets, jackhammers, jacks, Jacuzzis, jails, jams, jars, javelins, jeans, jellies, jerseys, jetpacks, jets, jetties,
jewelry boxes, jigsaw puzzles, jigsaws, jock straps, jodhpurs, joints, joists, journals, juice drinks, jukeboxes, jumper cables, jumpers, jump ropes, kaleidoscopes, kayaks, keyboards, keychains, keys, kilns, kilts, kimonos, kiosks, kitchens, kites,
kitty litter, knife sharpeners, knitting needles, knives, knobs, knots, labels, laboratories, labyrinths, lace, ladders, lampshade covers, lamp shades, lamps, land mines, landscapes, lanterns, lapels, lariats, lasers, lassos, latex, lathes, lattices,
launch pads, launches, laundromats, laundry detergent, laundry machines, lawn ornaments, lawn mowers, lawns, laws, lazy susans, leaf blowers, leashes, lecterns, ledgers, ledges, legal systems, lemonade, letters, levels, libraries, license
plates, lids, life jackets, life preservers, lifeboats, light bulbs, light sockets, lighters, lighthouses, lightning rods, limousines, linings, linoleum, lip gloss, lipstick, liqueurs, litter boxes, living rooms, loafers, lockers, lockets, locks, locomotives,
logos, lollipops, looms, loupes, louvers, love seats, lozenges, lubricants, luggage, magazines, magic tricks, magnets, magnifying glasses, mail boxes, mallets, malls, man-made lakes, mandolins, manhole covers, manholes, mannequins,
mantels, manuals, maps, maracas, marbles, marches, marinas, marionettes, markers, marquees, mascara, masks, mastheads, masts, matchbooks, mattresses, mausoleums, mazes, measuring cups, measuring spoons, measuring tapes,
meat hooks, meat markets, medals, medicines, meetings, megaphones, memo pads, memorials, menorahs, menus, merry-go-rounds, metal detectors, metronomes, mice, microphones, microscopes, microwaves, milking machines, minarets,
mirrors, missiles, miter boxes, mittens, mixers, moats, mobile phones, mobiles, model planes, modems, moisturizers, moldings, molds, money, monitors, monkey bars, monkey wrenches, monocles, monograms, monster trucks, monuments,
mopeds, mops, morgues, mortars, mortarboards, mortuaries, mosaics, mosques, mosquito repellent, motels, motor oils, motor scooters, motorboats, motorcycles, mouse pads, mouse traps, mousse, mouth guards, mouthwash, movies,
mufflers, muffs, mugs, murals, museums, music videos, muumuus, nail clippers, nail polish, nails, napkin rings, napkins, nations, nativity scenes, naves, necklaces, neckties, needle-nose pliers, needles, negligees, neighborhoods, neon,
nests, nets, networks, newel posts, newsletters, newspapers, newsstands, night cream, nightclubs, nose jobs, nose plugs, nose rings, notebooks, notepads, novels, nuclear reactors, nuclear warheads, nutcrackers, nuts, oboes, observatories,
ocarinas, odometers, office furniture, off-road vehicles, off-ramps, oil filters, oil rigs, oil wells, ointments, omelets, operating rooms, ophthalmoscopes, organs, ornaments, ottomans, outboard motors, outhouses, outlets, outriggers, ovens,
overalls, overpasses, pacemakers, pacifiers, packages, padding, paddles, padlocks, pagers, pagodas, paint sets, paints, pajamas, palaces, palettes, pallets, pamphlets, pans, panties, pantries, panty hose, paper clips, paper dolls,
parachutes, parasols, paring knives, parkas, parking brakes, parking lots, parking meters, parks, parlors, parties, passports, pasties, pastries, patches, paths, pedestals, peepholes, peignoirs, pencil leads, penance, pencil sharpeners,
pencils, pendants, pendulums, penitentiaries, pennants, penny whistles, pens, pepper grinders, perfume, perfume bottles, pestles, pet food, pews, philosophies, phone books, phonographs, photo albums, photographs, pianos, pickaxes,
picket fences, picks, pickup trucks, picture tubes, piers, pies, pillows, pills, pin cushions, piñatas, pinball machines, pinking shears, pins, pipes, piping, pistons, pitchers, pith helmets, pizzas, placards, place mats, plackets, plaids, planes,
planetariums, plantations, planters, plaques, plaster, plastic, plastic bags, plasticine, plastics, plates, platforms, platters, player pianos, plazas, pliers, plows, plug-in air fresheners, plungers, plywood, pocket protectors, pocketknives, pockets,
podiums, poems, pogo sticks, poker chips, polo mallets, pompadours, pontoon boats, pool tables, pop-tops, popcorn, popcorn poppers, pop bands, porches, portfolios, portholes, post offices, postage meters, postcards, posters, potato chips,
potato peelers, potter’s wheels, pottery, potting soil, powder puffs, prayer books, prayer rugs, premieres, presentations, preserves, press kits, press releases, pressure garments, pretzels, price tags, printing presses, prisons, programs,
projectors, promenades, propellers, prostheses, protein bars, protests, protractors, puddings, pulleys, pulpits, pumps, punts, puppets, purgatory, purses, push pins, putties, pylons, pyramids, Q-tips®, quarries, quays, quilts, quivers, race cars,
racecourses, races, racks, radar detectors, radial tires, radios, rafts, railings, railway systems, rakes, ramps, ramrods, ranges, rasps, ratchets, rattles, razors, reamers, rear view mirrors, rebar, receipts, recipe cards, recipes, recliners,
recorders, recording devices, recordings, records, rectories, recycling bins, reeds, reels, refrigerators, reports, reservoirs, resorts, respirators, resumes, retainers, retaining walls, revolvers, revolving doors, ribbon, rickshaws, riding habits,
rings, rituals, roach traps, roadblocks, roads, robots, rockets, rocking chairs, rocking horses, roller coasters, roller skates, rolling pins, room dividers, rooms, rosaries, roses, rotors, rotundas, roulette wheels, rubber bands, rubber chickens,
rubber ducks, rubbers, rudders, rugs, rulers, runners, runways, RVs, saddles, safe-deposit boxes, safes, safety nets, safety pins, salad bars, salad spinners, salads, salt shakers, sandals, sand castles, sandwich boards, sandwiches, sanitary
napkins, sarcophagi, saris, sarongs, sashes, satellite dishes, satellites, saucepans, saucers, sawhorses, saws, saxophones, scabbards, scaffolding, scales, scalpels, scanners, scarves, scenery, scepters, schools, schooners, scimitars,
scissors, sconces, scooters, scoreboards, scorecards, screenplays, screens, screwdrivers, screws, scrubs, scuba gear, sculptures, sealants, seals, seam rippers, seat cushions, seats, security systems, sedatives, seismographs, serapes,
series, serums, sets, settees, sewing machines, sex toys, sextants, shackles, shampoo, shams, shaving cream, sheds, sheep, sheep shearers, sheets, shelves, sherbets, shields, ships, shirts, shock absorbers, shoe polish, shoelaces,
shoes, shopping malls, shot glasses, shovels, shower curtains, showers, shrines, shutters, shuttlecocks, sickles, sideboards, sidecars, sidewalks, sieves, signposts, signs, silicone implants, silos, sinks, sitars, sitcoms, skateboards, skating
rinks, ski boots, ski caps, ski lifts, ski poles, skis, skyscrapers, sledgehammers, sleds, sleeping bags, sleighs, slickers, slide rules, slide shows, slings, slingshots, slippers, slips, slogans, sloops, slot machines, smart bombs, smart drugs,
smocks, snack bars, sneakers, snifters, snoods, snorkels, snowblowers, snow boards, snowmen, snowmobiles, snowshoes, soap, socket wrenches, socks, sodas, sofas, software, solar panels, sombreros, soup cans, sousaphones, souvenirs,
space shuttles, spacecraft, spark plugs, spas, spats, spatulas, speakers, spears, speculums, speed bumps, speedometers, spice racks, spinning wheels, splints, sponges, spools, spoons, sporks, spotlights, spray mount, spreadsheets,
springs, sprinklers, spurs, squash racquets, squeegees, stables, stadiums, staffs, stages, stained glass, stairs, stalls, stamps, staplers, staples, stationery, statues, steamboats, steamrollers, steel guitars, steeples, steering wheels, steins,
stencils, stereos, stethoscopes, stilettos, stills, stilts, stirrups, stopwatches, stoves, straps, straws, streamers, streetcars, streets, strollers, studios, studs, stuffed animals, submarines, subways, sugar packets, suitcases, suits, sundials,
sundresses, sunglasses, super soakers, supermarkets, supplements, surfboards, sushi, suspenders, swatches, sweaters, sweats, sweeteners, swim fins, swim trunks, swimming pools, switches, swords, synagogues, syringes, syrups,
tablecloths, tables, tackle boxes, tags, tail lights, talismans, tambourines, tampons, tanning booths, tap pants, tape, tape recorders, tapestries, taps, targets, tarot cards, tarps, tassels, tattoos, tax forms, tchotchkes, tea caddies, tea pots,
teams, teddy bears, teepees, tees,
tee-shirts, teeter CASE
totters, FOR
teething
rings, telephones,
telescopes, television sets, templates, temples, tennis balls, tennis racquets, tennis shoes, tents, terraces, terrariums, test tubes, textbooks, theaters,
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thermometers, thermostats, thesauruses, thimbles, thongs, thread, thrones, throws, tiaras, tickets, Tickle Me Elmo®, ties, tiles, tin cans, tins, tinted windows, tire irons, tires, tissue, toasters, toboggans, toenail clippers, toilet brushes, toilet

Word Count 2,648, Flesch Reading Ease 43.4, Whimsy 6.3

paper, toilets, tokens, tollbooths, tomatoes, tombstones, tongs, tongue scrapers, tool belts, tool boxes, tools, toothbrushes, top hats, topiaries, tops, torches, tote bags, totem poles, toupees, towels, towers, town halls, towns, toys, track
lighting, tracks, tractor-trailers, tractors, tracts, trade shows, traditions, trains, trampolines, tranquilizers, transformers, transit routes, trapezes, trash cans, treadmills, tree houses, trestles, tricycles, trims, tripods, trips, triptychs, trivets,
trombones, trophies, troughs, trowels, trumpets, trunks, tubas, tubes, tugboats, tumblers, tuning forks, tunnels, Tupperware, turbines, tureens, turnstiles, turntables, tutus, tuxedoes, tweeters, tweezers, twine, typefaces, ultrasound machines,
umbrellas, underpasses, underwear, unicycles, uniforms, union halls, unitards, universities, upholstery, urns, utensils, utility knives, vacuum cleaners, valances, vans, vases, vats, vaults, vehicles, veils, vending machines, vents, vests,
viaducts, Viagra®, vibraphones, vibrators, videos, villages, vineyards, vinyl, violas, violins, vises, visors, vitamins, volleyball nets, votives, waffle irons, wagons, wainscoting, walkers, walkie-talkies, wallets, wallpaper, walls, warning labels, wash
cloths, washers, watches, water guns, water towers, waterfalls, watering cans, weather vanes, weaves, websites, wedding announcements, wedding rings, weddings, welcome mats, wells, wet suits, wharves, wheelbarrows, wheelchairs, wheels,
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Design pervades every aspect of our society, culture, and individual
lives. Whether its yield is a module for landing on Mars, a symbol that
unites a nation, or a ballot card, design plays a crucial role in conceiving and realizing physical and intellectual human achievement. It
counts among its achievements the inventory of our most voluminous
dictionaries, beginning with the characters that define the objects and
concepts therein; and the list grows daily.

05 Panty hose
Nylon, invented by DuPont, is one of the most significant creations of
the twentieth century, with applications from bulletproof vests to
toothbrush bristles. Perhaps its most indelible mark is that left on
woman’s hosiery, previously made of fragile and costly silk. The initial
design covered only about two-thirds of a woman’s leg and was fastened with garters and a belt.

Though the prevailing definition of design is too much concerned with
surface applications and too little with diligent research, conceiving of
strategies, or authoring content, the role of the designer as vital to
commerce and civic discourse is quietly gaining favor and it’s giving
us voice. For commerce or for altruism, locally and globally, via myriad devices or face to face, designers have good reason to speak up and
our audiences have good reason to listen.

06 Bodies
Pectoral implants, tummy tucks, breast augmentation, liposuction,
face lifts, nose jobs, braces, Botox® — if you’re unhappy with what
you’ve got, invest in a redesign. If you’re underfunded or unwilling to
go under the knife, the gym is both safe and relatively inexpensive.

Individually and collectively, we have voice. Talk. Yell. Ask. Answer.
Yes. Speak your mind and better your profession September 23 through
26 at AIGA’s ninth biennial national design conference.
01 Cellophane
This peau artificielle (artificial skin) conceived by the French for the
singular purpose of protecting tablecloths, beget the distinctly American cling wrap. The “cling” was the by-product of a laboratory accident; put to good use, it became the caractéristique de distinction that
makes cellophane a modern-day kitchen staple.
02 Hydroponic produce
Year-round consumer demand for great-tasting blemish-free fruits
and vegetables — even at up to triple the price of their organic counterparts — has growers researching new ways to create picture-perfect
crops. By taking soil out of the equation, hydroponic growing techniques promise disease-, pest-, and pesticide-free produce.
03 Light bulbs
The greatest invention of the nineteenth century has become synonymous with great ideas. New bulb designs are being conceived at an
astounding rate. Phillips alone produces more than 4,000 varieties to
address most every need — even a 60,000-hour bulb for those hard-toreach sockets.
04 Grocery carts
The earliest grocery cart was a folding metal frame equipped with handles and wheels, and onto which customers were bid to place handled
baskets. But vanity delayed the cart’s adoption. Young men feared it
would make them look weak. Young women thought it unfashionable.
Elders worried that the contraption would make them appear helpless.
Marketing, not modification, helped the cart catch on. Sylvan
Goldman, the first shop owner to adopt the cart, hired models of all
ages and both genders to pose as shoppers and push the carts around
the store.
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07 Advertising
Ten years after the first infomercial premiered in 1984, this hybrid format that blurred the lines between paid advertising and entertainment
generated a record $1 billion in revenue. But that doesn’t mean viewers
are buying the conceit; today’s more-media-savvy public can spot a
half-hour infomercial, most of which masquerade as talk shows or special news reports, in just 10 seconds.
08 Boy bands
One of the first of the new breed of “manufactured” boy bands, New
Kids on the Block was created by pop producer Maurice Starr, who was
eager to repackage his hit group New Edition for a white audience. The
Backstreet Boys and NSYNC followed, and more are in the making.
Tune in to ABC’s Making the Band and the WB’s Popstars for a look
behind the scenes.
09 Beer
[Arguably] America’s favorite pastime is also big business, and advertising is the key to who comes out on top. Budweiser® and Bud Light®
commanded a full 31.2 percent of the market share in 1998, for which
Anheuser-Busch spent $233.7 million on media. Far behind were the
Miller® brands, responsible for $156.5 million in media buys; they
secured only 14.8 percent of the market.
10 Litter boxes
Ions have the potential to change your cat’s best-friend status. The
newest breed of litter boxes, like the lonicBreeze® from Sharper Image,
are enclosures with electrostatic tubes that trap “odor-causing airborne particulates” (i.e., smells).
11 Pet food
Venture capital fed online pet food retailers grandiose sums of
cash — including $57.8 million from Amazon.com to Pets.com® — hoping for the next great e-tailing giant. In only months the hugely popular Pets.com sock-puppet dog — created by ad firm TBWA/Chiat/Day
and (some say) pilfered from Late Night with Conan O’Brien’s Triumph the Insult Comic Dog — helped establish the Pets.com brand
and drive stock to $14 per share. The contentiously similar mascots
traded insults and lawsuits for six months before later Pets.com folded.

12 TV dinners
Necessity being the mother of invention, the first frozen dinner was
concocted as the means to use up 520,000 pounds of excess turkey.
Creator, Gerry Thomas of Swanson, was inspired by single-compartment airline food trays. The now famous aluminum tray was officially
retired in 1986 when it was replaced with microwave-compatible packaging. The design of the tray, however, is so popular that Thomas and
tray are commemorated along the Hollywood “Walk of Fame.”
13 Baby formula
Similac’s® new blow-molded white bottle by industrial design firm IDI
may be the most radical thing in your grocer’s baby food aisle. From its
shelf-friendly, space-saving rectangular footprint to its molded-in
“blade” to break the freshness seal, designed-in ease of use — for parents
and for retailers — is Similac’s primary selling point.

15 Diapers
New disposable-diaper designs proliferate every six to eight months
like rabbits. Look for labels boasting “leak locks,” “germ guards,”
“umbilical cord protection,” and “happy balloon wetness indicators”
along with other noteworthy features.
16 Plastic
It’s tough. It’s cheap. It can be molded to take most any form. And, so
far, it lasts forever. The material of choice in America (we dispose of
nearly 16 million tons each year), plastic plays a part in every object we
touch. In 1957 Disneyland unveiled the “House of Tomorrow,” with
walls, roof, floors, rugs, and furniture all made of durable plastic — so
durable that years later the wrecking crew had considerable difficulty
demolishing it.

24 Tickle Me Elmo®
At the suggestion of toy maker Tyco, Ron Druben’s original concept for
Tickles the Monkey — after a brief incarnation as Tickle Me
Taz — emerged as Tickle Me Elmo. The idea for the most popular toy of
1996 was conceived while Druben watched two children engage in a
tickle battle. The doll was designed bring such abandon glee to a wider
audience.

26 Laundry detergent
While promises of brighter brights, softer fabrics, and fresher aromas
no longer captivate buyers, convenience does — liquid detergents in
easy-to-handle, drip-free packaging are winning the battle against the
more cumbersome cardboard box.

18 Barbie®
Since 1959 prominent designers — among them Vera Wang, Bob
Mackie, Givenchy, Versace, G
 ucci, and Dolce & G
 abbana — have been
fashioning couture for the world’s most durable supermodel. At last
count more than 1 billion ensembles have been tailored for Barbie and
her similarly synthetic, out-proportioned friends.
19 Tools
The first multipurpose Swiss Army knife was a response to the introduction in 1889 of a rifle whose disassembly required a screwdriver.
From four original functions (knife, screwdriver, reamer, and can
opener) Swiss Army knives have expanded to include 34 on the new
CyberTool, 13 of them screwdrivers — presumably suitable for an arsenal of firearms.
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23 Bottled water
Evian commissioned French consultancy Style Marque to design a disposable container that would occupy less space while waiting to be
recycled. Style Marque’s solution was to etch spiraling grooves into the
plastic so that the container would easily crush to a quarter of its original size.

25 Books
Designer Chip Kidd, regarded as one of the world’s foremost book
jacket designers, is to the novel what Saul Bass was to motion pictures.
Random House recently published Kidd’s first novel, Cheese Monkeys,
proving to a wider audience that imagery and words are two sides of
the same coin.

17 Board games
When Monopoly® creator Charles Darrow first attempted to sell his
game, Parker Brothers declined, citing “52 fundamental errors” in the
game’s design. Undaunted, Darrow produced the first 5,000 copies
himself — and at no small sum. The game’s instant success prompted
Parker Brothers to reconsider. The royalties from Monopoly made
Darrow the first game designer to become a millionaire.
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21 Humans
Dolly, the famous cloned sheep, moved us a step away from science fiction and a step closer to scientific reality. Don’t be surprised when
you’re asked to specify the sex, features — even the temperament — of
your intended offspring; some predict that the technology is just a few
decades away.
22 Juice drinks
Snapple holds on to its coveted number-three noncarbonated beverage
slot (right behind Coca-Cola and PepsiCo) through innovative campaigns that make unprecedented use of less crowded advertising landscapes such as cable television and radio.

14 Baby food
In 1992 the Gerber® trademark came under fire by the Guatemalan
government, which claimed that the smiling infant “ idealized the use
of breast-milk substitutes”— a violation under Guatemalan law. With
the U.S. State Department behind the logo, Guatemalan law was
relaxed to allow Gerber visibility across the border.
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20 Life jackets
You don’t have to be conscious to appreciate a Coast Guard–approved
Type One life jacket. The flotation device is designed to turn unconscious wearers to a face-up position in the water.
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27 Potato chips
The first potato chips were in essence reprisal — frustrated when a diner complained that his fried potatoes were not crispy enough, George
Crum sliced an order absurdly thin and fried it to a brittle brown. The
“ruined” chips were an immediate hit.
In contrast, the exacting measures by which Pringles® turns potato
flakes into identical saddle shapes guarantees perfect stacks, consistent
color, and a satisfying crunch every time.
28 Hair
Your hairstyle and hair color say as much about you as does your dress.
Consider “raven-haired beauties,” “fiery redheads,” and “blonde
bombshells.” As a rule, color as content lacks substance, but sometimes it really is all about the package.

29 Toothbrushes
Today’s list of toothbrush design luminaries reads like the latest issue
of Graphis: Philippe Stark for Fluocaril, Lunar Design for Oral-B
Cross Action, Human Factors Industrial Design for Mentadent Oral
Care, and Smart Design for Reach UltraClean.
30 Drugs
“Pharmaceutical Companies Quietly Put the Design Back in Designer
Drugs,” reads the headline of a May 1998 article in I.D. magazine.
Indeed. Nolvadex,® a medication used to treat breast cancer, is stamped
with a cameo; anti-a nxiety med Ativan® is shaped like the letter A; paradoxically, the dark brown M&M-shaped Pyridium® is a urinary tract
analgesic.
31 Condoms
Durex designed its Avanti™ polyurethane prophylactic for comfort
and style. Responding to men’s and women’s criticisms of latex, Durex
commissioned its own polymer. The result is as strong as latex but 40
percent thinner. Available in strawberry, tangerine, spearmint, and
banana.

was introduced in 1950.
In 1885 when Frank Robinson first penned the logo that would

more beautiful. The distinctive shape of the Coca-Cola® bottle designed
by Alexander Samuelson in 1916 was intended to be emblematic of the
kola nut or coca leaf. It was instead borne of a misunderstanding
between the designer and his researcher, who indicated to Samuelson
the shape of the cacao pod, an ingredient belonging to chocolate but
not to Coke.
Modern body-conscious consumers might be surprised to learn
that both Pepsi and Coke® were originally promoted as healthful
drinks. But as consumers grew savvy, such artifice proved ineffective,
and in 1958 Pepsi turned fully to a new tactic called the lifestyle campaign with “Be sociable, have a Pepsi.” Coca-Cola dabbled in lifestyle
campaigns beginning in 1935 with “The pause that brings friends
together” 1 but m
 ostly focused its messaging on thirst and satisfaction.
(Consider 1942’s “That something extra”— a slogan that perhaps
referred to trace levels of cocaine 2 present in the drink.) Coke caught
up in 1971 when it paired “It’s the real thing” with a song called “I’d
Like to Teach the World to Sing.”

34 Fonts
All-purpose typeface Helvetica was designed by Edouard Hoffman
and Max Miedinger in 1956 and upon its introduction was quickly
condemned as brazenly modern — even grotesque. It is now one of the
most popular typefaces in the world.

The “Cola Wars” officially commenced in the 1980s with “The Pepsi Challenge.” Coke asserted that “Life tastes good” to combat “The joy
of Pepsi.” McDonald’s battled Burger King. Christina faced off against
Britney. “It’s the real thing” took on “Pepsi-Cola hits the spot,” and

35 Color
Twice each year the Color Association of the United States announces
its fashion design color forecasts for the upcoming season. The palettes
are inflected as adjectives: “grounded,” “peaceful,” “reflective,” “sensitive,” and “luminous” to name few. Which is to say that much effective
design is rooted in semiotics and semantics and that your personal
feelings toward pinks and periwinkle might be more palatable when
served up as “carefree.”
36 Bar codes
When grocers led the effort to standardize product coding, the Uniform Product Code (UPC) format designed by George J. Laurer easily
beat out the competition — among them the bull’s-eye and star burst
codes. A remarkable example of functional design, the bar code counts
among its virtues a mbidexterity (it can be read from the left and from
the right) and durability (its function is not impeded by ink smears).
Laurer’s design was first reproduced in 1974 on packs of Wrigley’s gum,
one of which is on display at the Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of American History.
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Pepsi® adopted its red, white, and blue bottle crown in 1941 in support
of the war effort. The round Pepsi logo, made to resemble a bottlecap,

coke and kola to Cs because he thought the composition Coca-Cola

33 Prosthesis
Our preoccupation with self-improvement has led to more than rhinoplasties and elliptical trainers. Pacemakers the size of soap bars are so
small that they are undetectable under the skin. Cardiac defibrillator
implants administer a lifesaving charge when they sense arrhythmic
heartbeats. The Sprint-Flex III prosthesis, designed by Van Phillips,
propelled runner Aimee Mullins to break the world record in the
amputee-class 100 meter. (The fastest able-bodied woman was only
5.28 seconds faster.)
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38 Cola

become the best-known trademark in the world, he changed the Ks in

32 Soup cans
When Campbell’s® Soup retired its hallmark red and white label in
1999, it donated the last-ever classically packaged can of c ondensed
tomato soup to the Andy Warhol Museum.
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37 Eggs
Try as we might, man can’t improve on the ultimate package design.
The typical chicken egg weighs a mere 2 ounces; the caliper of its shell
is a delicate 0.31 millimeters. The light and sturdy design can support
on average nearly 10 pounds stipulating that pressure is applied evenly
end to end. In some instances the egg’s breaking strength has been
recorded at more than 20 pounds.
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“Coke is it,” “The Pepsi Generation.” Civil wars broke out over Michael
Jackson (Pepsi) and “new” versus “classic” Coke. In 2000 Coca-Cola
generated $20.5 billion in sales versus PepsiCo’s $20.4 billion. The
results were similar in 2001. The well-funded war rages on with advertising and design at the front line.
NOTES
1. Revised from 1920’s “The Pause That Refreshes.”
2. Because cocaine is naturally present in the coca leaf, small amounts of cocaine
were also present in the beverage. Today, Coke is flavored with “spent” coca
leaves that have been through a cocaine extraction process. It is worth noting that
because this process cannot extract the cocaine alkaloids at a molecular level,
the drink still contains trace amounts of the stimulant.
The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency oversees the importation of coca for Coke
and, subsequently, the sale of the extracted cocaine to the drug industry.

